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Im Labyrinth des Schweigens: The Making and Vicissitude of
the Memory Culture of the Holocaust in Post-War Germany
from 1949 to 1969

Pan, Tsung-yi

Full Professor, Department of History, National Dong Hwa University

This article aims to explore the politics of memory culture of the
Holocaust in Post War Germany from 1949 to 1969. Based on a close
reading and interpretation of the historical movie Im Labyrinth des
Schweigens, which was released by the 70™ anniversary of the end of
Second World War, it firstly intends to show the main features of the
memory culture of the Holocaust in the period of the rules of Konrad
Adenauer (1876-1963) and his successors, Ludwig Wilhelm Erhard
(1897-1977) and Kurt Georg Kiesinger (1904-1988), who belonged to the
Christian Democratic Union of Germany,. Secondly, it looks into the
context of domestic and international politics during the age of Cold War
in which the official memory culture of the Holocaust took shape under
the regime of Christian Democratic Union from 1949 to 1969 by
examining related political discourses of state elites discourses, journal
reports, oral interviews, artistic works such as historical films and novels
as well as academic works with regard to the war crimes of Nazi and the
Holocaust. In doing so, this article also attempts to trace the popular
discourse of German as victims of World War II in the 1950s-1960s and

analyze how the Adenauer’s government manipulated that discourse for
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its political demands during the period of Cold War. Then, it turns to
demonstrate the alternative memory culture of the Holocaust during the
same period of the rules of the Christian Democratic Union by briefly
addressing the counter discourses by Karl Jaspers (1883-1969), Kurt
Schumacher (1895-1952), Fritz Fischer (1908-1999) as well as Heinrich
Boll (1919-1985) and Giinter Wilhelm Grass (1929-2015), which paved
the shift to the official memory culture of the Holocaust under the regime
of the Social Democratic Party of Germany in the 1970s, in order to show
the diversity and complexity of the German coming to terms with the
difficult past of Nazi.

Key Words: Holocaust, Konrad Adenauer, Im Labyrinth des Schweigens,

memory culture, public history
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